
14th Edition

Standards  
for Perioperative  

Nursing in Australia



Contents
Introduction	 1

Acknowledgements	 3

Evidence grading	 5

Nursing roles	 7

Advanced practice nursing and  
nurse practitioner roles	 8

Anaesthetic nurse	 11

Circulating nurse	 24

Enrolled nurse	 28

Instrument nurse	 31

Perioperative Nurse Surgeon’s 
Assistant	 35

Perioperative nurses as surgical 
assistants	 41

Post Anaesthesia Care Unit nurse	 43

Preoperative patient assessment  
and education nurse	 48

Staff and patient safety	 51

Fatigue in the perioperative 
environment	 52

Fire safety	 58

Laser safety	 64

Management of accountable  
items used during surgery and 
procedures	 69

Management of latex sensitivity	 77

Management of sharps in the 
perioperative environment	 81

Medication safety	 87

Positioning the patient for surgery	 95

Quality management	 98

Risk management	 100

Safe patient and manual handling	 105

Surgical plume	 109

Surgical safety	 113

Professional practice	 115

Accountability for practice	 116

Documentation	 120

Nursing research	 123

Postgraduate nursing	 126

Professional development	 128

Undergraduate nursing students	 132

Asepsis and clinical care 	 135

Asepsis	 136

Disposal of surgically removed 
human tissue and explanted items 
	 143

Infection prevention	 145

Perioperative attire	 165

Reprocessing of re-usable items: 
Cleaning, packaging, sterilisation and 
storage of sterile supplies	 177

Single use items	 182

Skin preparation of the patient	 184

Specimen identification, collection 
and handling	 188

Surgical hand antisepsis, gowning 
and gloving	 193

Equipment and environment 	 207

Anaesthetic gas pollution	 208

Electrosurgical equipment	 210

Environmental management	 215

Instrument tracking	 220

Management of instrument  
loan sets and re‑usable medical 
devices	 222

Planning and design of the 
perioperative environment	 231

Purchasing and safety considerations 
for new equipment and 
instrumentation	 242

Environmentally sustainable 
perioperative practices	 245

Use of high-level disinfectants	 257

Use of the pneumatic tourniquet	 261

Management and staffing	 267

Ancillary workers	 268

Budget preparation and  
monitoring	 269

Bullying and harassment	 274

Cultural diversity	 279

Emotional support for personnel	 282

Management of the perioperative 
environment	 284

Management of the Post  
Anaesthesia Care Unit	 344

Performance review	 297

Perioperative nursing  
management of posthumous  
organ procurement	 300

Staffing requirements	 311

Visitors to the perioperative 
environment	 325

Glossary	 333




